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sincerely hope that the Government will do
their utmost, a< far as their means allow, w
zive effect to the Royal Commission’s re-
eommendations.

On  motion by
Jjourned.

Mr. Doney, debate ad-

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.
1. Dividend Duties .\et Amendment.

2, Stamp At Amendment (No. 4).
With amendments.

BILL--LAND AND INCOME TAX
ABSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT

(No. 3).
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [10.18]:
I welcome the provision in this Bill to en-
able taxpayers in future fo pay their income
tax by monthly or other periodical instal-
ments. This, I consider, will be of great
advantage to taxpavers, espeeially in these
times, when it is so diffienlt to find money
to meet one's obligations in that direction.
I do not, however, support the second pro-
posal of the Bill, enabling the Commis-
sioner of Taxation fo instruct an employer
to deduet from the wages ov salary of the
employee the amount that may be owing for
income tax.

The Prewmier:
of that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If that provision is
to be deleted, I have nothing further to say.

I will agree to the deletion

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second Hime.

In Committee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

Clanse 1—agreed to.
Amendment of Section 55:

The PREMIER: I move an amendment—
That Subelause 3

Clanse 2—

be struck out,

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

the claunse,

[COUNCIL.]

Clause 3, Title—agteed to.

Bill reported with an mmnendment.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On wmotion by the Premier, so much of
the Standing Orders were suspended to en-
able the Bill to pass throuch itz remaining
stages at this sitting.

Remuaining Stages.

Report of Committee adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

ITouse adjourned at 10.20 p.m,

Legisiative Coungcil,

Thursday, 19th November, 1931,
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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at
4.30 pam., and read prayers.

PAPERS—IRWIN COAL DETPOSITS.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hen. €. T
Baxter—East) [4.32]: At the request of
Mr. Hall, I desire to lay on the Table the
papers relative to the Irwin coal deposits.
T move—

That these papers do Iis upon the Table of
the House.

Question pat and paseed.
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PAPERS—STATE TFORESTS,
REVOCATIONS.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. F.
Baxter—East) [4.33]: I desire to lay upon
the Table of the House papers relative to
certain partial revocations of State forests
ander the Forests Act, 1918. In doing this
I am departing from the practice that has
previously been followed. When dealing
with revocation motions I bave explained the
reasons why each of the revocations is made.
As this would not in the present instance be
sulliciently elear to enable members to judge
of the merits of each, instead of following
the usual practice, with these papers I am
also laying on the Table full information
about each revocation, so that between now
and next week members will have the oppor-
tunity to give consideration to each case,
and understand the reason for the exeision
in each case, T move—

That these papers do lie upor the Table of
the House.

Question put and passed.

BILL—SWANBOURNE RESERVE.

Third Reading.

THE OHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. F.
Baxter—REast) [4.35]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

HON, SIR CHARLES NATHAN (Metro-
politan-Suburban) [4.38]: Circamstances
have arisen that should be explained to
the House, if only for the purpose of hav-
ing them recorded. Sinee the Bill passed
the second reading, certain representations
have heen made to me. I was approached
this morning by a gentleman, who called
bimself the president of the progress asso-
ciation of the partienlar ward interested in
this matter. He said that his assoeiation
strongly protested against the alteration in
the boundary of this reserve. I pointed out
that this Bill had been before the
House on two oceasions within the
last year, and that the association had
ample opportunity to place its views
before the road board and members of this
House. I also said that as there had been
considerable negotiations between the repre-
gentatives of the four wards coneerned, all
of whem had agreed amongst themselves, T
thonght that at this time it was rather late
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to enter any protest against the Bill. The
claim of this gentieman'’s association was
ihat a certain portion of the ocean bad been
unnecessarily cut off. I pointed out that
certain blocks were still facing the oecean,
and that there still remained means of nego-
tiating with their own board as to whether
or not that loeal authority should eventually
sell the blocks. T merely make this state-
ment by way of explanation, for I still pro-
pose to support the third reading of the
Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL-LAND A0T AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
{North) {4.40]: I desire to compliment Mr.
Holmes on the excellent speech he made the
other day. He put the case for the Kim-
berley seitlers so elearly and sympathetic-
ally that it is not only unanswerable, but in
my opinion undeniable. At the outset there
aro two matters to whick I should like to
refer. I think I am expressing the views
of all members when I say, Mr. President,
that your courtesy yesterday in inviting Sir
Newton Moore to take a seat upon the floor
of the House was greatly appreciated. We
ought always to recognise a man who has
done so much for our State, especially when
he is a Western Australian born. When
you extended to him the courtesy of asking
him to take a2 seat on the floor of the
House, we were all very pleased, and I
am sure that be, too, was very pleased. The
other point to which I will refer is that of
the necessity for an assistant Minister in
this House. I know of no ecircumstance
that has ever arisen better than the present
one to show how necessary it is to hava
such an assistant. This Bill was brought
down by the Leader of the House, and an
admirable speech was made by Mr. Holmes,
but we find that the Chief Secretary is in
such a position that he cannot answer the
hon. member.

The Chief Seeretary: I will answer him
when T have the opportunity.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
The Chief Seeretarv has not had the oppor-
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tunity to answer Mr. Holmes, Instead of
the Leader of the House being put in such
a position that he cannot answer anything,
we should have an assistant Minister here,
who would give the answer hiwself, and by
that imeans save a great deal of debate. 1
extend to the Chief Secretary my heart-
felt sympathy.

The Chief Secretary: I do not want it.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM.:
Without an assistant Minister he is unable
to do anything. We all have to make our
speeches irrespective of what may be the
opinion of the Government or the Leader
of the House. I only wish to emphasise that
=ome time age T stated that we ought to
liave an assistant Minister in this House.
Apparently it is now the universal practice
for members to speak from voluminous
notes, My memory is not quite as good
as it was, and my eloguence is to some ex-
tent impaired. Between the two civenm-
slances T am driven to make use of copions
notes. So far as I ean understand the
position, the Kast Kimherley settlers
are entirely dependent upon the Wynd-
ham DMeat Works. Tf anything lhappened
te prevent them from working, the position
of those people would he deplorable, and
it would mean either absolute ruin for them,
or the Government buying them out.
The latter course would, I fear, be impos-
sible. Next comes the question: How long
ean the Wyndham Meat Works continue in
existence? According to the Auditor Gen-
eral’s ‘report, the indebtedness charged
against the works amounts fo £1,259,259,
A practically unfinancial Government, as I
think we ean deseribe the present one,
cannot long shouoider the burden of interest
on that amount, together with the annual
loss ineurred on working expenses.  Therve-
fore, it behoves us to consider the future
outlook very carefully. With regard to the
Bill and the amendment to be proposed by
Mr. Holmes, I find myself in a dilemma, and
therefore I ask for the sympathy of both
sections of thought in the House. I am
opposed to expanding the deficit, and if the
Government say they have no more money
in hand and will have to swell the defleit in
order to extend this extra consideration to
the pastoralists, T am afraid I sbhall have to
oppose any such step. The Government say
they cannot afford any further relief. In
that event, if I support Mr. Holmes in the
action he proposes to take, I shall be voting
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against my oft-repeated dictum that the de-
ficit is too large and unealled for, and that
it should be largely reduced, if not cleared
off. Therefore, I could not vote for the
amendment Mr, Holmes is to propose. The
other day I read an article by a banker,
from which I shall gquote the following hrief
extraet :—

There is no surer way te¢ national financial
disaster than failure to balance the Budge:.
Invariably where a nation’s credit has gone,

vou will find a record of Budpet deficits. A
country eannot live beyond its means.

That extract was taken from an article
written by an eminent London banker in the
best of English papers, “The Sphere.” The
Government say they eannot afford this ex-
tra relief. I am in a position to say that
the Government can afford to assist the pas-
toralists.  No  better illustration of the
value of my recent supgestions—all of
which  the Governmment have turned
down and completely disregarded—counld
have heen ohbtained in velation to the
present situation, Who is the more worthy
of support, the plucky pioneers in the pas-
toral areas, or an already highly endowed
University to which £20,000 is to be given?
Who is the more deserving of assistanee, the
men who are living in the tropics and suffer-
ing all sorts of discomforts, or alarge num-
her of well-edueated, well-provided-for young
men who arve atlending the secoadary
schools? Tho<e schools should be suspended,
thus making available £100,000 for the bene-
tit of the pastoralists, the unemployed and
the starving farmers. Then again, the Agent
General should he vetired, which would pro-
vide another £8,000 a year. That amount
also vonld be untlised in helping the people
I have referred to. Thus, want of funds
is no reasonable excuse for the Government
to advance. I reiterate iy statement that
the circumstances are so exceptional and of
such a drastic nature that emergenecy action,
however severe on some, should be taken
for the assistance of those most deservine.
I have been told—I hope it is not true—-
that the Premier has said that if the amend-
ments suggested by Mr. Holmes are azveed
to and that the reduction of rentals shall
apply as from the 1st July last, the Bill will
be laid aside. From what I have ascertained”
this morning, I ean assure the Leader of the
Houee that if that is the position, the Pre-
mier’s reputation will be as good as lost.
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These people require every consideration in
view of their special circumstances. I have
made my position guite elear. T intend not
only to support the second reading of the
Bill, but also the amendment to be proposed
by Mr. Holmes. I trust that, with his asnal
ability, the Leader of the House will appre-
ciate the strong feelings that exist in favour
of the Government granting the assistance
we seek. He cannot make the excuse that
the Government have not the money. I have
indicated where they can get it, but they
are not game enough to endeavour to utilise
the money available from those sources.
They are too afraid of the next election. If
the Government want money for this pur-
pose, they can get it. Who are the
more deserving, the strnggling pastor-
alists or the well-endowed University’
If the Government do not cloose to
act as I have indicated in the inter-
ests of the pastoralists, then they
will deserve everything they get in the
future. As to the Wyndham Meat Works,
it is just a question as to how long the State
will be able to continue operations., It is
an expensive propesition, and on top of
that I bave been told that the stock avail-
ahle are not of such a good gunality as wili
enable the ment, when frozen, to command
what 1 would term good payahle prices.
Hon. Sir Willinm Lathlain: You would
not urge that as & fault of the Government!’

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM:
No. Unless we can continue the operabions
of the Wyndham Meat Works, I do nor
know what will happen to the unfortunate
pastoralists; on the other hand, unless we
ean secure gnod quality bullocks, I do not
see how the works ¢an be made a commer-
cial smecess.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The cattle are there
all right.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
I am glad to hear that. T have been told
that there are three conditions operating
that make it almost impossible to get gond
cattle. I do not know whether that is eor-
reck.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Tt is not true,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
I{ the -meat works can be carried on at =
profit, well and good, but if that is not po=-
sible and they canmot continne operat-
ing, then T am afraid the position of the
East Kimberley growers will be hopeless.
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HON. V. HAMERSLEY (last) [4.53]:
1l do not desive to detain the House for
long in dGealing with the Bill, but 1 con-
gratulate the Jiovermment on introducing
such a measure, which has been necessary
tor so many years past. The object is to
help pastoralists, not only in the Kimberley
divisions, but in other parts of the pas-
toral areas where the squatters have been
experiencing most difficult fimes. Refer-
enee has been made to the remark sometimes
heard that people have no time for the pas-
toralists who, in good periods, did not make
provision to cnable them to cope with the
lilficulties of adverse years. In my opinion,
the squatters in the North have been in
difficulties for many yeavs. The man in the
street does not appreciate the enormous difti-
culties that the pastoralists are faced with
from time to time, and, for that matter, at
ali times. During prosperous periods, enox-
mous sums of money can be borrowed for
developmentul purposes and for expenditure
upon various public works. At such a time,
the demand for cattle, due to the opeping
up of new stations, provided a means of
ready relief to many pastoralisis. There
was a market for their surplus stock. What
applied to the cattle stations applied also
to the sheep stations. Nowadays that de-
mand iy not present. QOwing to high costs
and heavy tariff imposts on wire, windmills,
galvanised iron and obher requisites of pas-
loral propositions, people cannot afford to
embark wpon new station holdings, and
therefore that outlet is not available for
those who are now in possession of pastoral
leases. The man in the street hears of won-
derful prices being paid for wool and stoek
and imagines that the pastoralists must
secure huge returns that are extremely pro-
fitable to them. The difficulties that con-
front the pastoralists are forgotten by the
man in the street. With the turn of the
tide, the expenditure of public money has
ceased, Tt is not possible to borrow in order
to embark upon station propositions. Therc
iz not now the outlet for surplus stock,
tor the demand has ceased. A large
proportion of the stoek on stations at

present cannot he bronght {0 mar-
ket and the problem of suceess-
ful running is a serions omne both

for cattle and sheep men. It will be pleas-
ing to the squatters to know that they are
to have some relief, not only in the Bill be-
fore us, which relates to rentalz, but in
connection with taxation, a Fill for that
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purpose having been before us quite re-
cently. I cannot quite understand the rea-
son for the differentiation between the 40
per cent, in respect of East Kimberley and
the 20 per cent. for West Kimberley.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Neither ¢an I,

lion. V. HAMERSLEY : It may be said
that East Kimberley has certain drawbacks
vompared with West Kimberley, but on the
other hand, East Kimberley possesses cer-
tain advantages and that should compen-
sate. I know of a number of pastoralists
who have sent their cattle to the metropoli-
tan market only to find that the depleted
resources of the community here have not
enabled prices to be paid to prevent losses
being made on the consignments. If there
is to be no outlei for surplus stock, then
the condition of the pastoralists will indeed
be serions. Pastoralists in East Fimberley
ean at least get rid of their stoeck, whereas
it would not pay them to ship the animals
ont of the district. They c¢an put them
through the Wyndham Meat Works and
convert them into a profitable marketable
commodity. Balaneing the advantages as
against vhe disadvantages, I fail to see why
there should be any diserimination between
the two divisions o the Kimberley distriet.
I hope as time goes on the Government will
he able to see their way to make the same
reduction for West Kimberley as has been
made for East Kimberley. Some people
claim that many of the holders of pastoral
leases in the far North are absentees, but
we are also awere that nothing has taken
place in that part of the State for a number
of years which has induced others to acquire
properties there, and that should be a guide
to the community as a whole that there i3
something pretty sad and serious in the
ztate of affairs of those who are engaged in
pastoral pursuits, realising also that there
is no ready market, and that there bas nol
heen any for a number of years for the pro-
duets of those stations. With regard to the
rentals, they are to he arranged in future
according to the price of wool. The rents
of pastoral leases shall rise er fall at the
rate of 6 per cent. for every penny increase,
or decrease shove, or below, 1s. per b, in
the price of greasy wool for the preceding
spason, the maximum inerease or deerease
heing 30 per cent. That will apply rendily
c¢nongh to sheep stations, but I do not sez
how it will work ouf in respect of cattle
<tations south of the Kimberlevs. The Bill
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does not seem to take into consideration the
caitle in those areas other than the Kimber-
leys, and I presums= there will be some ready
means of caleulating the earrying capacity
of the stations. I do not know how that is
going to be worked ont. We are aware that
there are quite large areas in the southern
part of the State where catile are being
run, and there may be some confusion even
pnow. Some of the stations, I understand,
are seriously affected by pleuro, and are
finding great difficulty in realising on their
cattle, by not being permitted to remove
them from the station properties, If the
holders of those areas do not receive some
redress in regard to their rentals, their posi
tion will be extremely serious. Of ecourze
there may be something in the Bill that I
have overlooked, and I would like the Min-
ister to explain what the effect of the mea-
snre will be upon those stations runming
eattle south of the Kimberleys.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The price of cattle
may eome down and the price of wool may
20 up.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Exactly. Mawny
cattle stations have been converted to sheep
propositions, und il way also be that the
price of cattle will rise. Cattle may Llhea
he better than sheep. There are times when
it 15 difficult to dispose of eattle, and the
rentals of the stations may have to come
down, But we all sincerely hope that prices
of both eattle and wool will go up and that
the adjustments will be made on a satisfec-
lory basis.  The increase in the price of
waol will relieve the position of the States
to a far greater extent than will the pro-
posal contained in the Bill. In the mean-
time, however, the station owners will he
only too glad to get the suggasted beunefit.
The other part of the Bill deals with an in-
rrease, at the pleasure of the Minister, in
the area of the homestead farms, which ar
present is 160 acres. T have no guarre! with
that: 1 understand there are cases where
an inerease from 160 acres te 200 or 500
acres might be permissible, and might prove
a good thing indeed. But so far as I see
there i~ no linit ploced upon the area which
mav bhe granted, and it would he wise to fix
a limit. There is a definite limit in the Act
which fixes the area at 160 acres in the cu=¢
of a bomestead farm, but now we are giving
un open charter to the Minister, and the
aren may he increszed to 1,600 acres or
16,000 acres. or even 160,000 acres. There
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is absolotely no limit to the area, aud it
might not be wise to leave it open. The
Minister smiles, but sometimes very big con-
cescions have been granted just becaunse of
the absence of mweans to apply the brake.
It will be too late when we discover that
a mistake kas been made. Some years ago
this House had to adopt & very firm stand
on this very question of fixing a limit—I
refer to the Agricultural Bank Act—other-
wise a very few would have aequired the
whole of the moneys available. It would
have been a difficuit matter for the manager
of the bank to combat all the claims that
would have been put forward by bodies and
individuals who would have advanced good
reasons why large sums should have been
granted to them. Exactly the same claims
will be put up to the Minister for these
Jands, and he should have the protection
afforded by a limit.

Hon. J. Nieholson: Why not double the
160 ncres?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : There should be
a limit, and I call attention to it because it
is o serious matter. 1 shall support the
second reading of the Bill.

HON, G. W. MILES (North) 5.107: The
only part of the Bill on which I can con-
gratulate the Government is the title. It
says distinetly that it is an Act to provide
for the adjustment of, and otherwise relat-
ing to, rental of pastoral leases. The pro-
posal in the Bill does not go far enough.
I congratnlate my two colleagnes, and par-
ticularly Mr. Holmes, on the splendid ecase
they put up. They covered the whole
ground. The pastoralists are entiled to
more relief than it is proposed to give them
under the Bill. All other sections of the
community have been given relief under
emergency legislation since last Anrust, and
the pastoralists have been asking the Go-
vernment practically for a year past for
some adjustment of their rents, and there is
no reason why the Government shonld not
have brought the Bill forward at an earlier
stage of the session, and dated its opera-
tion from the heginning of the finaneial
year, instead of the 1st Jannary next. T
have been told that in another place a mem-
ber there meoved for the insertion of
this retrospeetive provision, and he was
threatened that if the amendment was sar-
ried the Government would drop the Bill.
That is a nice attitude for the Government
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to take up ! The suggested adjustment re-
lating to the 12d. per lb. for wool is alto-
gether too low. I eannot understand how
the Government arrived at that valve.
When the leases were appraised the average
price of wool was over 15d., and 15d. is
the basis on whieh the adjustment shoald
be made. Then there should be a §
per cent. reduetion for each penny
deerease, and a 3 per cent. advance for
each penny increase. That would be
equitable, The Government started off
on a wrong basis. It should have begun
with the price at least 25 per cent. higher
than the 124. If wool increases in price, as
we all hope it will do—and the Government
are living in hopes that wool and wheat
prices will rise—there will be no eoneession
te the pastovalisis at all, as the Govern-
ment will be getting the benefit. For the
past two years the pastoralists bhave been
living on their eapital and their eredit.

Hon. J. YNicholson: You mean theiv
debts.

Hon. G. W, MILES: No, on their credit.
Their ereditors have stuck to a lot of the
pastoralists. As a matter of fact, a8 number
of the pastoralists are to-day merely shep-
herds for th2 finaneial institutions and the
banks. Therefore more relief shonld be
given fo them than is proposed by the
Bill. Regarding the Kimberleys, bath East
and West should have the 40 per cent.
reduction. We are told that the Govern-
ment arrived at the basis set ont in the Bill
because West Kimberley is nearer a loeal
market. The House knows what has hap-
pened to the West Kimberley cattle growers.
They cannot get on the local market under
present conditiens, thongh they hope that
those eonditions will be altered. AN their
culls and old stock die on the runs, whereas
ivv BEast Kimberley there is a chance to put
them into the boiling-down section of the
Wyndham Meat Works. A eomparison of
the rent paid on one side of the border with
that paid on the other—15s. as against 3s.
10d.—shows the absardity of the position.
The pioneers of the North should be given
more consideration. Those who govern
Western Australia treat it as a Sonth-West.-
ern question. Thev have no idea of the
North, and no sympathy with the people
there. The Government are out to get all
they can from those people, who are given
no relief whatever. As regards the tennre
of the leases, relief might have been afforded
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Ly a messure extending the period, as was
done some years ago. Each year the asset
represented by the lease depreciates, getting
nearer the end of the term. It would have
been far better to extend the leases than
tv grant the reduction of rents. I hope the
Government will see that exiension is
granted before this Parliament expires.
That would mean additional bhundreds of
thousunds of pounds spent in the develop-
nent of the North. I am indeed pleased
to see that since the British general election
anti-dumping legislation has been intro-
duced in the Old Country, and that we shall
have preference within the Empire. It
Australians realise the position and modify
their tariff, the top end of Australia may
bave a chance to develop. But unless some-
thing more than the present paltry proposal
is put forward, we shall be pushed out of
the North-West, As I have said here many
times, we cannof hold it and keep it empty,
as is the tendency of our legislation. No-
thing is done to assist in the development
of the North-West. As regards appraise-
ment of pastoral leases, there are numerous
anomalies. We are told that there is to be
v reappraisement for 10 vears, exeept as
regards the Kimberleys in 1933. Let me
point vut that in the Kimberleys the pindan,
or rough country off river frontages is ap-
praised at the same rate as the better-class
land on river frontages. These things have
been brought to the attention of the Gov-
ernment, but Ministers do not seem fo care
a tinker’s curse. They take no notice of
people who know the country, but do take
notice of the deparimental officers. The
fact that the representatives of the North
have never been consulted by the present
Government as repards the effect of legis-
lation on the North, constitntes an insuli.
For stock leaving the stations in first-class
vondition there should be provided two or
three additional bores or wells to enable
cuttle to reach the Wyndham Meat Works
in decent condition. Neither the previous
Government nor the present Government
Lave been able to find money for that pur-
pose, but £20,000 has been found to recon-
dition the Canning stock route for the bene-
fi{ of one station only. What is the opinion
of the electors in the North? They say,
“We are here, and we sre being pushed
out” And slowly they are. I know of
pioneers who have been in the Nerth for
40 vears and have had to walk off their runs
and abandon their cattle owing to the legis-

[COUNCIL.)

lation of south-western Governments. Here
we have a proposal to grant & paltry relief
of 20 per cent. in renis! In other parts of
ihe State the Industries Assistance Board
spend millions of pounds. Millions of
money have been spent on group settlement.
Glancing at the board’s report, I see one
of the methods in which the money of the
Blate is squandered—-

Many of the estates are in the position of
having received advances agaimst stored
wheat considerably in exeess of later market
values, and the liability in that connee-
tion is bound serioualy to militate against
the department’s ny well as other creditors’
prospects of account reductions from the
eoming harvest.

The taxpayers have Lo foot the bill, while
Government departments allow the debtors
of those taxpayers to speculate with their
wheat. A private concern would compel
farmers in that posifion to sell the wheat,
The Government cannot run anvthing, and
the sooner they get out of these affairs the
better. They squander what money they
get hold of, and for people whom they
should mssist they bring in a Bill of this
kind. The pastornlists are treated like beg-
gars picking up the crumbs that fall from
the rich man’s table.

Hon. 8ir William Lathlain:
rich man?®

Hon. G. W. MILES: The Treasurer, who
says “Take it or leave it.” If he had had
the eourage to act up to our opinions, this
counfry would be miliions of pounds better
off than it is to-day. I reluctantly support
the Bill on the principle that half a loaf is
hetter than no bread. Sir Edward Wit-
tenoam has pointed out where economies can
be effegted, in reply to the plea that the
Government cannot finance any further
assistance. 1 may quote the views of another
vastoralist on this Bill—

The plea that funds are so scarece that the
Government ¢ould not grant this relief is dis-
counted by the fact that the Government are
sending men to the Eastern States to buy
bully, cows, pigs, ete., and carrying on far
too many experimental farms, Pastoralists,
farmers, and graziers have spent enormous
sums in improving their herds; and it is far
better for the individual to continue to do

8o, than that the Government should pander
to the whims of their agricultural experts.

The Chief Secretary: The Federal Gov-
ernment made a speeial grant for those
stock purchases.

Who is the
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Hon. G. W. MILES: The business could
have been mueh better handled. We are
told that this is a Government consisting of
men with business acumen. 1 saw a Press
statement reeently regarding the ability of
Ministers.  There was a reference to the
business experience of the Leader of thi:
Honse. However, the Government adver-
tise to the Eastern States that sueh-and-such
an officer is going over there to buy special
kulls for dairying purposes; and at onee
the prices go up. A private firm wouid
handle the parchase in a businesslike way
throngh stoek agents, without letting sellers
Luow that the Government ave coming aloux
with the monev of the taxpayers to buv
stoek. However, this is the way the present
Government of business men carry on the
afrairs of the country. 1 support the second
reading reluctantly because I consider that
the Bill will not give the relief that is needed
by the pioneers of the cattle and sheep in-
dustry. In the fixing of the price of wool
consideration has not been given to the faut
that there is practieally no market for sur-
plus sheep in the North, and that there is
not likely to be one for some ysars—until
the sngar embargo is broken down. In that
ease there would be reciproecity of trade
with the Far East. Do we find our Goveru-
ment taking any steps to urge the Common-
wenlth to relieve us of the sugar inenbus?
‘Prade reciprocity with the Far East is the
only relief that cun be given to the Norti.
Numbers of pastoralists there have sent
sheep south for sale, and bave had to send
<heques to pay expenses. To-day the poultry
farmer growing roosters is better off than a
sheep man. A dressed rooster to-day brings
as much s one gets for a decent sheep. The
relief proposed by the Government for
country as big us Qmueensland is a paltrr
£30,000! Yet we are threatened that if the
velief is increased. the Bill will be dropped.

On motion by Hen. H. J. Yelland, debat.
adjourned.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT

(No 3).

Received from the Assembly, and read
Hrst time.
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BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Agsembly’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Assembly now
considered.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. Nicholson in the Chair; Fion. .J.
Cornell in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2.—Add the following words at
the end of the clause: “and by adding tn
the said section a provise, as follows: ‘Pro-
vided that in the case of an election to till
a vacaney caused by the acceptance by u
member of any of the prineipal offices of the
Government linble to be vacated on politieal
gronnds, the date fixed for the polling may
he less than fourteen, but not less than
seven days affer the date of nomination.’”

Hon. J. CORNELL. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

The Electoral Act provides that not less
rhan seven days uor more than 30 days shail
elapse between the close of nominations and
the date of polling, The amending Bill, ns
it left this Honse, proposed to extend the
minimum to 14 days. That has been agreed
to by the Assembly, subject to this provisa.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
arnendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the repert adepted
and a message accordingly returued to the
Assembly.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACQT
CONTINUANCE (No. 2).

Second Reading.
Delate resumed from the previous day.,

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.35]:
Although the Aect has been in existence for
muany years, this is only the second oceasion
on which Mr. Seddon has seriously criticised
the measure and the boord. Tf there were
any substance in the eriticism offered by
Mr. Seddon in opposition to the continvanee
of this legislation, surely it would find some
manifestation in another place. 1 have
looked up the discnssions in another place
on this Biil and the Bill of last year, that is
te say, during the time the present Gov-
ernment have been in office. Parenthetically
1 have yet to learn that Mr. Seddon seri-



vrsly opposed the continuance of the Act
while the late Government were in office.
Last year the Premier introduced this Bill
and the Leader of the Opposition, a very
astute gentleman who loses no advantage,
did not speak to it at all. Mr. Troy, an ex-
Minister for Lands, spoke to it for about
tbree minutes. That was the whole of the
discussion in the Assembly on the Bil of
last year. This session the FPremier again
introduced it, but neither the Leader of the
Opposition nor Mr. Troy saw fit to offer
sny comment whatever, The only member
of the Assembly to speak on this Bill was
Mr. Doney, who contented himself with say-
ing a few words, And on neither of those
occasions did the man who was responsible
tor the inauguration of the legislation, Mr.
Johnson, who was Minister for Lands when
the Act was passed, offer any comments
whatever, I am aware that at times Mr.
Seddon has given the House some useful
information on gquestions of finance, but I
submit that on this occasion he was most
unwise in his choice of subjects. 1 have
gone to some trouble in endeavouring to de-
termine the actnal position of the Industries
Assistance Board. Mr. Seddon last night
said the Board had outlived its usefulness,
and asked why it shonld be further con-
tinued, since the Agrieultural Bank could
do all the work undertaken by the board.
I am told by the bank trnstees that thev
wonld wipe out the Industries Assistance
Board to-morrow if that were possible. But
they say the continuance of the Act is essen-
tial.

Hon. (. W. Miles: That is what they say
every year.

Hon. J. CORNELL: They say it is essen-
tial in order to protect the 388 clients of
the board.

TTon. G. W. Miles: Then why not let
the Act zo on for ever? Why bring up this
Bill every year?

Hon, J. CORNELI:: T am told that one
of the main difficulties in the way of fund-
i those 388 clienfs is the fact that many
of their creditors demand settlement in full.
T am also told that there are many second
mortgages te be considered as well, and
that these two faectors seriously militate
arainst the funding of the clients of the
board. The Industries Assistance Board
have the handling and disposal of a client’s
proceeds, but when they fund a olient he
comes nnder the Agrienltural Bank, and the
hoard ceases to handle and distribme his

[COUNCIL.]

proceeds, All the security the bank then
liolds is that which has been given by statute.
I am told that this funding has not taken
place, because the position does not warrant
the funding of 388 clients, which would
give them the same deal as other clients
have had. That is one of the reasons, but
not the sole reason, why this Act must be
continued. Certain things can be done under
the Industries .\ssistanee Aet whieh cannot
be done under the Agricultural Bank Aect.
The position of a client of the board is
totally different from that of a client of the
bank. Until the last session of Parliament.
the Agricultural Bank had power to ad-
vance up to £2,000 in the No. 1 zone and
£1,500 in the No. 2 zone. They were ad-
vances for fixed improvements. Then there
was an advance of £150 for stock and
machinery. There was a first mortgage for
the main advance for fixed improvemenls,
and a stock and machinery mortgage for
the £150. The Industries Assistance Board
went much farther than that. To say that
what can he done under the Industries As-
gistance Act can be done under the Agri-

cultnral Bank Aet is not correct, for
it canmot he done. TUntil last ses-
sion  only first mortgnges, and sbock
end machinery mortgages, constituted

the protection of the Agricultural Bank.
Last year priority was given to the bank
over other rreditors for advances for fal-
lowing, for super and cornsacks, and insur-
auee, and for one year’s current interest.
i am told that this year vractically no fal-
lowing loans have been repaid oul of last
vear’s eroep, and that very little interest,
currenf or otherwise, has been repaid.
Why ! Because the whole of the finaneces
of the Agricultural Bank have hesn
strained in order to carry on the great agri-
caltural indvsfry. T have already pointed
ont that the primary function of the Agri-
eultural Bank is to seenre improvements
against itz advanees. Additional activities
have fallen tn the lot of the bank thir year.
The bank was called upon to find £160,000
in eash for super for farmers. Heretofore
that was hardly a eharge on the bank.
Hon. H. J. Yelland: And it will be made
a first eharee arainst this vear’s proeceds.

Hon. J. CORNELL: But that money had
to be found or the industry would net have
heen able to carry on. On top of that
1,200 clients of the Agrieulivral Bank have
heen asgsisted this year by way of susten-
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ance io keep then on their farms. That has
involved an expenditure of over £3(,000,
The Apgricultural Bank bas no statutery
claim for the £30,000. In addition, money
for extra horses, even where a stock and
machinery loen had been granted in full
and for a hundred other odd things, had to
he found. The Agricultural Bank has n
statutory claim for the super. but not for
the sustenance. But though the havk has
a statutory claim, it has agreed to waive
that claim in respeet of fuel eosts to the
extent of 2s. per acre; it has agreed to
waive its claim in respeet of spare parts to
the value of £10 per client; it has agreed
to waive its claim in respeet of ecornsacks
and allow merchants preference. T am ouly
mentioning those things to show that the
Agrienltnral Bank, owing to the exigencies
of existing conditions, has praetically ex-
tended the ramiflcations of the Industries
Assistanece Board in an endeavour to help
its clients and to try to sef the indusiry
on an even keel Merchants or firms
who supplied the requisites T have men-
tioned are being given priority by the bank.
It we contend that the T.A.B. snonld ho
wound up and that the assistanee heine
granted to clients still on the board should
be discontinuned, we should he logieal and
sav that the Agrienltural Bank, in endea-
vouring to carrv on the industry, has ex-
ceeded its powers and jurisdiction and
should be closed up, and the indnstry with
it. Let me remind Mr. Seddon -what the
positior: of the miners’ settlement at South-
ern Cross would be if the TAB. were
wound up. Qwing to the exceptional cir-
cumstances and to the special assiztanee
granted them, almost every one is np to or
over the limit of advanees allowed under
the Agricultaral Bank Aet. There are only
three ways of dealing with the situation
The Agricultural Bank trustees have taken
advantage of the Tndustries Assistance Aet
and are eontinuing to help those miners.
If they had not done so, they would have
had to come fo Parliament and ask for an
amendment uf the Agrieultural Nank Aet
to bring their legislation into line with the
Industries Assistance Aet, so that the
miners eould be assisted. The other alter-
native would have been to say to the miners,
““You are up tu the amount allowed under
the Agricultural Bank Aet, and there is
only one thing for you to do—walk off vour
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holdings.’’ On those grounds there is jus-
tification for the continuance of the lndus-
tries Assistance Board. Now I wish to deal
with the question of control. Mr. Seddon
said that so long as the Aet was continued,
50 long would the expense entailed in its
administration and supervision econtinue.
To-day I made a special request to the
people eharged with the administration of
both Aects. I asked them to give me authori-
tative information of the actpel position
and the actual cost. From what I was told,
the statement of Mr. Seddon is without
substance. The trustees who administer the
Agrieultural Bank Aet administer the Im-
dnstries Assistance Aet, and the inspectors
who supervise under the Agrieultural Bank
Act supervise under the Industries Assist-
ance Aet. If the Industries Assistance Aci

were repealed, clients under it would
have te come under the Agricultural
Bank Aet or go out of the indus-

try altogether. If they were brought
under the Agrieultural Bank Aet, the
same trustees would administer their affairs
and the same set of inspectors would make
the inspections. 1 am informed that the
repeal of the Industries Assistance Aect
would not add one penny to or take away
ene penny from the cost of administration
or the cost of supervision. Consequently,
we can dismiss that argument.

Hon. H. Seddon: That is nat in accord-
ance with their report.

Hon., J. CORNELL: 1 sympathise with
the hon. member, but before he launched out
as he did, he should have obtained informa-
tion of the actual position from the men
who could have supplied it. They would
have heen only too pleased to give him or
any other member any information he re-
quired.

Hon. IT. Seddon: Why do not they stand
to their report?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
will agree that reports are sometimes eap-
able of bearing half a dozen constructions.
I am sorry if the hon. member put a wroag
construction on the report.  There is an-
other phase. T have already mentioned that
the. Agrieultural Bank trustees had either tn
let 1,200 clients of the bank walk off their
holdings and starve, or break through the
Act and give them £30,000 by way of sns-
tenance. That is where the Industries As-
sistance Act has come in. The Iinance and
Development Board Aet provides that eash
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advanves may be made to Agriculiural Bank
clients under the Industries Assistance Aet
or under the Agrieultural Bank Act. As
regards the 1,200 settlers who have drawn
sustenance from the Agricultural Bank, the
{rustees signed the certificates, beeauwse the
Industries Assistanee Act gives the Agricul-
tural Bank trustees the right to handle the
whole of the proceeds of any client, whereas
the Agrieuitural Bank Act does net. If
ever the timp was inopporiune for suggest-
ing the repeal of the Industries Assistance
Avt, it is the present. Not a member will
dispute that the men engaged in the agri-
cultural industry and the men engaged in
the pastoral industry are faring worse to-
day than they did in 1815 when the original
measure was passed. When the Industries
Assistance Act was passed, the war was in
progress. There was no shortage of money,
but drought was the main reason for pass-
ing the measure. Commodity prices were
not in the halance. Last year we had the
most bountiful crops that the State has ever
harvested, and we received for the produce
the lowest price in money values experienced
in the history of the industry. Failure of
erops was responsible for the introduetion
of the Industries Assistance Aet; failure to
secure adequate prices for our produce has
made the position of the producers worse
than it was in 1915. Another point to be
borne in mind—and mereantile members will
bhear me out in this—is thai we are not yet
out of the wood by a long way. It is guite
ov the cards that the finaneial strain of
seeding for the next harvest may be cast
much more heavily upon the Government
and the commaunity than it was this year.
Tf things go back instead of ahead the mer-
canlile people cannot give the accommoda-
tion next year that they gave this year. I
am satisfied Sir Charles Nathan will endorse
that statement. Consequently if we are to
carry on the agrieultural industry we shall
have to pool the individual credit of the
State. Yhat would that mean? It would
necessitate falline back on the Industries
Asggistance Act, as it operates to-day, with
some modifieation, or amending the Agrieul-
tural Bank Act acrordingly. We could nat
cive settlers adequate credit unless we had
some institution tn handle the proeeeds and
make the distribotion. Mr. Seddon wanted
to know why a large number of farmers
should be earried on wnnder the Farmer:’
Debts Adjustment Act. while others were
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carried on by the board. Wherever pussible
the bank has signified its aversion from
clients going under the Farmers’ Debts Ad-
Just Act. The hank is not responsible for
Ltheir eoming under that Act. Other credi-
tors have forced clients of the bank to come
under the Aet and the vesponsibility is ou
those creditors, not on the Agrieultural Bank.
Why was the Farmers’ Debts Adjustment
Act passed? My impression is it was passed
for the attainment of two objects. In the
first place it was designed to prevent more
people, mainly Agricultural Bank alients,
from being foreed into a mess by being
brought under the Commonwealth Bank-
ruptey Act. That was the fundamental
reason for the passing of the Farmers’
Debts Adjustment Aet in these exceptional
times. People who did not know the nigger
in the woodpile as contained in the Federal
Bankruptey Act, holus holus put men, who
were not under the Industries Assistance
Board, under the Commonwealth Bankruptey
Act, and appointed trustees in Perth to man-
age their properties. Merchants who have
had experience of the broad and of trustees
appointed under the Commonwealth Bank-
ruptey Act will have only one verdict to
offer, namely, a preference for the Indus-
tries Assistance Board as against the trus-
tees,

Hon. Sir Charles Nathan:
the director.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I mean hefore any
trustees appointed under the Commonwealth
Bankruptcy Act. If the merchants desired
to go the whole hog they could upset the
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Aet. They
have, however, considered it the lesser of two
evils. They bave no other course than to
puf the settler into No Man's Land, for un-
der the Federal Bankruptey Act and trus-
tees appointed thereunder he could not e
cape from his position. He might as well
walk off his property. The other reason
for passing the Farmers’ Debts Adjustment
Act was an endeavour to get all creditors
mutually to agree to assist the settlers to
carry on in the hope that they will get out
of the wood. These are the two fundamen-
tals behind the Farmers’ Debts Adjustment
Aet. I do not think it was jntended by the
framers of that legislation that any eclicut
of the Industries Assistance Board should
be taken away and brought under the Act.
If that were done it would add greatly to
the expense. The cost of administerinz the

Not hefore
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Indusiries Assistance Board and the Agri-
cultural Bank conjointly would be in no
way reduced if the Industries Assistance Aet
were not continued, 1 would not suggest
that the passing of the Farmers’ Debts Ad-
Jjustment Aet has not added to the expense
from the point of view of the national ex-
chequer, becanse a new department has been
created, and some of the officers of the Agri-
cultural Bank have been transferred to that
department to run it. Every client who is
taken away from the Industries Assistance
Board and brought under the Farmers’
Debts Adjastment Aet must add to the
administrative costs under that Aet. I see
no advantage in taking men away from the
hoard and bringing them under the Act. I
come almost into daily contaet with the
officials responstble for the Industries As-
sistance Board, the Soldiers’ Settlement
Scheme, and the Agricultural Bank. None
of these officials wants the Industries Assist-
ance Board; none of them wants to make
advances outside the original puorpose of
the Agricultural Bank, or outside the orig-
inal purpose of the Soldier Settlement
Scheme. All are ag anxions, as administra-
tive officers who are charged with the duty
of running these coneerns, to take the mini-
mum amount of risk and ineur the mini-
mum amount of expenditnre as nre any
members of Parliament. They ave victims
of circumstances, Very faw people realise
either the value or the importance of the
work these officials are doing. I know that
in the course of his remarks Mr, Seddon had
no desire to reffect upon the integrity, hon-
our or capacity of those who are undoubt-
edly faced with a difficult task. I am not
going into a long analysis of figures. I
have, however, taken from the last report,
under the heading of “Apnual expenditnre
in the matter of assistance to settlers,” Bo-
ures covering the years 1916 to 1931 -
clusive. The total amount representing
assistance afforded under the Industries
Assistance Act is £3,037,393. I now come to
the losses. T find that the accumulated
losses amount to £748,472. 'When we regard
the losses that have been incurred under the
group settlement scheme, and compare these
with the accumulated losses under the In-
dustries Assistance Act, we ecan only marvel
that the loss under the latter scheme has
been so small. Over a period of five or six
years, 33 to 4 million pounds have been
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written off group settlements, The wlole'
purpose of the Industries Assistance Act was
to help the agricultural induostry in its
infancy as a wheat-growing industry, to
exist and carry on until better days arrvived.
No set of figures can adequately set out
the big indiveet gain which has acerned to
the agricultural imiustry from the Indus.
tries Assistance Act, and as has been shown,
the loss inenrred is not more than £748,472.
It s from that point of view alone that
we should regard the whole situation. [
venture fo say that hat there not been an
Indusiries Assistance Board, or an Agni-
cultizal Bank, and had ne measure of assist-
ance been extended to farmers such as has
been extended, Western Australia would not
have been in the proud position of having
produced 32 million bushels of wheat last
venr, Whilst I would welcome the day when
evervhody would have paid his just debts
under the Industries Assistance Aet and
the Agrieultural Bank Aet, I think I have
made out a case for the passing of this
BRill. Not only is it necessary that it should
he passed, but imperative.

On motion by Hon. Sir Charles Nathan,
debhate adjourned.

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.
(No, 2),

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. F.
Baxter—East) [6.9] in moving the second
reading said: The purpose of this Bill is
to amend Section 41 of the Forests Act,
1919, as amended, to permit the Treasurer
tc make use of certain moneys coming to
hand in this finaneial year for the regrowth
of sandalwood. TUnder Section 41, three-
fifths of the net revenue of the department
must be placed to the credit of a fund for
the improvement of the forests, and that
direction applies also to revenuwe derived
from the taking of sandalwood.

In the 1024 session an amendment was
put through deleting the provision se far
as it related to sandalwood, and a special
provision was inserted setting aside 10 per
cent. of the net revenue from sandalwood
or £5,000, whichever was the greater. to be
applied to the regrowth of sandalwood.
Subserquently and for some time experiments
were carried out in the regrowth of
sandaiwood.  Although the department
was very successful in the growing of
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seedlings it bad te suspend the experi-
ments beecaunse it was found that rabhits
were destroying the young plants, Last
vear Parliament decided thal the fund was
te rweive no vontvibution for the regrowth
of sandaiwood, and that the moneys coming
to hand for that purpose should be diverted
to general revenue, That divection was to
apply for one yvear only and it expired on
the 30th June last,

The Government now desire to continue
that procedure for another year, because,
for the time being, work in connection with
the regeneration of sandalwood has been
suspended. The sandalwood fund is already
in eredit to the amonnt of £4,857 14s. 10d.,
and that amount is quite sufficient for the
immediate purposes of the fund should if
be decided te continne the experiments in
the regeneration of sandaiwood, In the
gircumstances there is no need to place more
moneys to the eredit of the sandalwood fund,
and it is considered that the Treasurer
shonld have the usze of the further revenue
from sandalwood to meet the difficulties of
finance.

The
wond

collected from eandal-
last vear totalled €5,380, and
the Treasurer had the use of it
{or general purposes. The balance of
£4857 14s. 104. in the sandalwood fund
will remain in the fund for sandalwood work
during the year, and it is proposed that only
the additional revenne coming to hand
should go to the Treasuver until the 30th
June next.

amount

As distinet from the sandalwood fund,
there is a meneral fund for forest improve-
ment and re-forestation. to which three-
fifths of the revenue from forests generally
is still being placed and used from time to
time in re-forestation work. The moneys
in that fund are heing utilised as contem-
plated by the Aect, and this Bill in no way
seeks to appropriate them for other pur-
poses. It is new apparent that, if sandal-
wood is fo be grown, it will have to be pro-
tected from the ravages of rahbits, and that
eannot be done in the areas suitable for its
re-growth excepl at great expense for
fencing. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion hy Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT,

Assembly’'s Message.

Message tfrom the Assembly received and
read, notifying that it had agreed to Amend-
ment No. 2 made by the Council, but had
disagreed to Amendment No. 1 for the
reason et forth,

BILL—STAMF ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read, notifying that it had agreed to Amend-
ments Nos. 1, 2, 5.12, 14-20 made by the
Legislative Counvil, but had disagreed to
Amendments Nos. 3, 4, and 13 for the
reasons set forth.

BILL—ELECTRIC LIGHTING ACT
AMENDMENT.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (lion. C, F.
Baxter—East) [6.14] in moving the second
reading said: The object of this Bill is to
amernd the Eleetrie Lighting Aect, so that
local authorities will have power to permit
the carrying of mains through their districts
to other districts for the supply of electric
light. Under “The Eleetric Lighiing Act of
1892, local authorities have power to make
contraets with persons or companies for the
supply and retieulation of electric light to
the ecitizens of their distriets, but they bave
no power to allow persons or companies to
carry maing through their territories for
the supply of electrie light to the eitizens in
the districts of other local authorities. To
overcome that absence of authority, the Bill
proposes to allow local anthorities to make
contracts for the supply of light under the
original Act, and to enable way-leave to be
given For electrie light mains to another dis-
triet, up to a period of 50 years, with the
vonsent of the Governor in Executive Coun-
¢il.  An example of the position proposed
to he met is furnished by the desire of some
local authorities situated at considerable dis-
tances from Collie to obtain current for
their ratepayers from the Collie Power Com-
pany.

At present, unless suchk local authorities
are contiguons to the Collie Municipality, it
is impossible for them to make a rontract
with the companv referred to. The Bill, if
passed, will remove that diffienlty, and will
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enable the intervening loeal authorities to
grant way-leave to the Collie Power Com-
pany for 21 years, and up to 50 years with
the approval of the Governor in Council. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir William Lathlain,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 617 pan.

Legislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 19th November, 1931,

Leave of absence

Bills: Tenants, Purchasers, and Mortgagors’ Relief

Act Amendment. 1R, o 5341
Licensing Act Amendment (Nop., 8)—leave to

Ind nm“] gc%ltlr:-lm v BML
ndus! £l tion Act (1930) Amendment, 1R. 5342
Dividend Dutles Act Amendment, Council's

amendments ... e H842
Stamp Act Amendment (No. 4), Connell's amend-

ments ... ... 5343
Companies Act Amendment, Com. 5347
Deblk Conversion Agreement (No. 2) 2k, 5349
Swanbonrne Reserve, returped ... 5850

Sccesalon Referendum, Measage, 2R.

e D
Motion ;: Agricultural Bank clients, to inqui
Royat Commlsglon .. O m?!:. e by

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Panton, leave of ab-
sence granted to Miss Holman (Forrest),
Mr. Lutey (Brownhill-Tvanhoe}, and Hon.
T. Walker (Kanowna) for three weeks on
account of ill-health.

BILL—TENANTS, PURCHASERS, AND
MORTGAGORS' RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Attornev General, and
read a first time.
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BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 8).

Leave to introduce.

MR, H. W. MANN (Perth) [4.37]: T
move--—
That leave be given to introduee a Bill for

an Act to amend Section 62 of the Licensing
Aet, 1911,

MR. PANTON (Leedervilie) [4.38]: I
oppose the motion. The time has arrived
when this House should take a stand in the
matter. The proposed Bill is to amend See-
tion 62 of the Licensing Aect, a short section
reading—

(1) On the application of the holder of a
provisionazl ccrtificate, or any other fit and
proper person, at any quarterly sitting of the
Licensing Court made within the time speei-
fled in such certificate, and on proof of the
performance of auch conditions, if any, as are
imposed by the certificate, the applicant shall
be entitled to the license. (2) The applica-
tion shall be made in the same manner as
provided in the ease of applications for new
licenses, and the like -procedure shall be
ohserved.

Last Thursday night this Chamber in no un-
certain manner decided against the principle
of increasing the time for provisional eerti-
ficates. In Committee, only the short Title
of the Bill remained—a happening unique,
I believe, in the history of this Chamber.
Surely Parliament should not be asked to
stultify itself after o lapse of three or four
days by agreeing to a principle so empbati-
cally disagreed to previously. The hon.
member is no doubt within his eonstitutional
rights in introducing practically the same
Bill twice in one session. However, it is
making a farce of the procedure to intro-
duce this Bill empowering the Licenses Re-
duction Board to grant unlimited time in
respect of provisional certificates, seeing that
the Hounse has alvendy decisively rejected the
principle. The time of the Chamber should
not be wasted on this further Bill. I hope
hon. members will stana to their guns.

Mr, J. MacCallum Smith: We do not yet
know what this proposal is.

Mr., PANTON: The natore of the pro-
posal was well known at the time the previ-
ous Bill was dealt with. The language of
the section now proposed to be amended
deals with the same matter. I shalt certainly
divide the House on the question.



